The Power
of the
Commons
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Segregation
Isolation
Inequality




e N
; (0} (0

3 G\/ i v

From 1970 to 2012, the percent of people
living in predominantly poor or affluent
neighborhoods rose from 15% to 31%
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In the 1970s, nearly 30% of Americans
reported spending time with their
neighbors. Today only about 20% do.










Just 32% of people believe
most people can be trusted
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This is the

challenge ot
our time
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Affirming the

power of the
commons




Our civic assets
our shared prosperity




ARTS & CULTURE
Public-private partnership

rehabilitates historic theater
. and activates street
b{_,. SCHOOL
RECREATION CENTER 25 POLICE STATION School grounds become green

laboratories for hands-on learning

Open, flexible spaces support >
Q in life sciences and agriculture, also

expanded community wellness Welcoming "front perch” with

retail and community amenities

-v. o s sEnerR A LeE Sar serving neighborhoads for recreatian,
% | . Ve pnlfi'cers a:: resid.e:tts to gardening. and gatharing PARKS
: % come together Added topography and texture o
) T create dynamic ecology Lo

and outdoor experiences

STREETS
Creative interventions
at roof- and ground-level 3
activate neighborhood PRAPYY

events, identity, and ' B
sacial connection

VACANT LAND OPEN SPACE

Vacant lots “cleaned and Breezeway spaces adapted
greened” into parks, as an “eco-block” to manage
community gardens, and heavy rainfall while beautifying
supportive habitat the neighborhood and
connecting fragmented open
space system

TRANSIT
New inter-modal hub connects
regional and local train and bus
routes at a station builttobe a
neighborhood destination

LIBRARY
Opened structure highlights
and expands forms of exchange
and exciting community events
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Reimagining
the Civic Commons
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Demonstration Cities







Q=0

Socioeconomic
Mixing

Civic
P é Engagement

2

™
Environmental t Value Creation
Sustainability E
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Team

City of Detroit Detroit Collaborative Design Center
Mayor's Office Detroit Economic Growth Corporation
Planning and Development Detroit Land Bank
Housing and Revitalization The Greening of Detroit
Department of Neighborhoods Invest Detroit
Public Works Knight Foundation
General Services Department The Kresge Foundation
Parks and Recreation Live6
Police Department Marygrove College

University of Detroit Mercy
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Akron







® o s 8 v v ow » - LA

-

e W T

"




m

‘1- ;_hn—ﬁf |
— e -

S ’.' -’-‘"\‘/ - -
— ‘ “.'cw.
.A--‘ .




CaWiEim) wis

=y

’

r'a

SRRV | U TR
& TR |

"

AN ,
N ' ) .""l'." .f.'. : ’
,, ‘ ..y ‘; ';/ T ’ -y
|

Ty ,.’-& A\ )
| :{‘i. 2 iz
’ . 71 %

-
|
' /57 -~
J .
=y - :‘-". - .
/ ")
\ -
’ oy v > .:"“,
- y
o
_ {, :
-~ e / -
. \ L . %
)
» Sad »
- /" ‘/















~




Changing the
way we do
business




 Design, manage and operate
civic assets as a porttolio, focused on
influencing social outcomes of civic
engagement, socloeconomic mixing,
environmental sustainability and
value creation




O  Design, manage and operate
clvic assets as a portfolio, focused on
influencing social outcomes of civic
engagement, SOClI0eCONOMIC Mixing,
environmental sustainability and

value creation

 Bring people of all backgrounds

back into public life, where trust can be
formed




OO O e Design, manage and operate
o civic assets as a portfolio, focused on
influencing social outcomes of civic

engagement, socloeconomic mixing,
environmental sustainability and

value creation

 Bring people of all backgrounds
back into public life, where trust can be
formed

« Amplify stewards and

advocates for the assets that shifts
the behavior of citizens from consumers
to producers




 Provide the best quality for all
that can compete with alternatives in the
private market




 Provide the best quality for all

that can compete with alternatives in the

private market

« Welcome everyone and create

opportunities for shared
experience among people of all incomes
and backgrounds




Slalals  Provide the best quality for all

that can compete with alternatives in the

private market

e Welcome everyone and create

opportunities for shared
experience among people of all incomes
and backgrounds

* Increase access to nature for
residents of all ages and abilities. Invite
visitorship via, walking, biking or transit.




 Provide ecological benefits
to the surrounding neighborhood




 Provide ecological benefits
to the surrounding neighborhood

o Attract additional investment
in the surrounding neighborhood to

create tax revenue to support the assets
in a way that serves longtime residents




alalals  Provide ecological benefits
L] to the surrounding neighborhood

o Attract additional investment
in the surrounding neighborhood to
create tax revenue to support the assets
1n a way that serves longtime residents

e Measure outcomes that

matter. Books in circulation and
acres mowed are not meaningful to
communities
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“Public places are where life
happens. You may sleep in your

home, but you live in a public place.
That’s where you connect with
other people, get some exercise,
meet your friends, get married.”

- Mitchell Silver, Commissioner,
New York City Parks
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